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SERMON 


Preached in the Pariſh Church of 


ST. Mary M oolnoth, 


On WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21. 1781. 
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The Day appointed for a 


GENERAL FAST, 


wn 


Io 


By JOHN NEW TON, Rector. 


. — 
* I 


The Lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord God hath 
ſpoken, who can but propheſy, Amos iii. 8, 

Humana ſed mens neſcia modum ponere 
Rebus, ſecundis intumet ſucceſſibus. 
Qud plura hominibus contolit bonitas Dei, a, 
Occzcat animos altior ſecuritas, 
Vanoque faſtu turgidos ſuperbia - 
Stimulat inanis. Buckax. Jepth. 


Printed for J. Bucxland, in Pater-noſter-Row, and . 
Jonxsox, in St Paul's Churchyard. 1787. 
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TO THE IHA 
Of the Pariſhes of 
Sr. MARY WOOLNO _ 
AND T0 ; 
S T. YOOLCHURCH, 
| This Sermon b reſpectfully addreſſed | 
By their affectionate Servant 1 


In the Goſpel, 


JOHN NEWTON {7 
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Shall 1 I not wifit for theſe things, faith the Lord? 
And ſhall not 1 foul be —_— on fuch 
a Natian as this? 


HREE times * the Tord God re- 
peats by his Prophet, this alarming 
queſtion. Their ingratitude and ob- 
3 were ſo notorious, their fins ſo enor- 
mous and aggravaied, the ſentence de- 
nounced againit them, however ſevere, was 
ſo undeniably juſt, that partial as they were 
to themſelves, God is pieaſed to appeal to 
their own confciences, and to make them 
judges in their own cauje. Inviting or ra- 
ther challenging them to offer any plea, 
why his forbearance and patience lich 
they had fo long deſpiſed, ſhould be {ill 
afforded them! 
But the form of the queſtion will not 
permit us to confine the application to II- 
„ rael 


Jer v. 9. chap. ix. 9. 
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rael or Judah. The words are not, Or 
this nation particularly, but On juch a nation 
es this. ' The Lord the Governor of the 
earth has provided in the hiſtory of one 
nation, a leffon of inftruction and warn— 
ing to every nation under the ſun. And 
the nearer the ſtate and ſpirit of any peo- 
ple reſemble the ſtate and character of Ju- 
dah, when Feremiab propheſied among 
them, the more reaſon they have to trem- 
ble under the apprchenſion of the ſame or 
ſimilar judgments. 

God brought Iſrael out of Egypt with 
an outſtretched arm, divided the Red-ſea 
before them, led them into the wilderneſs 
by a cloud and pillar of fire; fed them with 
manna, and gave them water from the rock. 
He planted them in a good land, and though 
they often ſinned and were often puniſhed, 
they were diſtinguiſhed by many tokens of 
luis preſence, and effects of his goodneſs, 
above any other nation. In the time of 
Sglamon they poſſeſled the height of human 
proſperity, but they ſoon rebelled and in- 
volved themſelves in increaſing troubles. 
and, though the efforts and examples of 
Hezekiab and Joſiab produced a temporary 
reformation, and procured a temporary re- 
ſpite; they went on, upon the whole, from 
bad to worſe, till the meaſure of their 1n1- 
quity being filled up, and the ſeaſon of God's 
long-ſuffering at an end, he directed the march 
ot Necbuchaduezzar againſt them, who, becauſe 
he was the appointed inſtrument of divine 
ven- 
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vengeance, could not fail of ſucceſs. The 
temple and city of Jeruſalem were burnt, the 
land deſolated, the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants deſtroyed, and the ſurvivers led captives 
into a far diſtant land. 

We likewiſe are a highly favoured people, 
and have long enjoyed privileges which ex- 
cite the admiration and envy of ſurrounding 
nations. And wie are a ſinful, ungrateful peo- 
ple, ſo that when we compare the bleſſings 
and mercies we have received from the Lord, 
with our conduct towards him, it is to be 
feared we are no leſs concerned with the queſ- 
tion in my text than Iſrael was of old. This 
is the point I purpoſe to illuſtrate as ſuitable 
to the deſign for which we are at this time pro- 
feſſedly aſſembled. 

Though the occaſion will require me to take 
ſome notice of our public affairs, I mean not to 
amuſe you with what is uſually called a political 
diſcourſe The Bible is my en of Politics. 
There I read that the Lord * reigns, that he 
doth what he pleaſeth + in the argues of Heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the Earth. That 
no || wiſdom, underſtanding, counſel or power, 
can prevail without his bleſſing. That as & righ- 
teouſneſsexalteth a nation, ſo fin is the reproach, 
and will even totally be the ruin of any people. 
From theſe and other maxims of a like import, 
I am learning to be ſtill and to know that he 
is God, My part as a miniſter of the goſpel 

of 
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of peace, is not to inflame, but, if poſſible, to 
ſooth and ſweeten the ſpirits of my hearers; 
to withdraw their attention from the inſtru- 
mental and apparent cauſes of the calamities 
we feel or fear, and to fix it upon fin, as the ori- 
ginal and proper cauſe of every other evil. 
As a peaceful and a loyal ſubject, I profeſs and 
inculcate obedience to the laws of my coun- 
try, to which I conceive myſelf bound by the 
authority of God's command, and by grati- 
tude for the civil and religious liberty 1 poſ- 
ſeſs. For the reſt, political diſquiſitions, ex- 
cept immediately connected with ſcriptural 
principles, appear to me improper for the pul- 


pit at all times, and more eſpecially unſeaſon- 


able and indecent on a day of pubhe humili- 


ation. I hope we are now met not te ac- 


cuſe others, but to confeſs our own ſins, - not 
to "mags ourſelves, but to plead for mercy. 
ay it pleaſe God therefore hy the influ- 
ence of his holy Spirit to impreſs the conſci- 
ences of all preſent, and to make us atten- 
tive to our -own- immediate concerns; while I 


1. Briefly to delineate the ſtate of the Nation; 
or to new you, what a Nation this is! 


: 


II. To conſider in what manner the righ- 
teous Judge and Governor of the Earth 
might juſtly avenge himſelf of ſuch a Na- 

Een ac ibis.. . ( - Fx 


III. To 


{ 9 ] 


III. Toenquire, whether there be any hope 
that ſuch a Nation as this can yet eſcape 
the impending ruin with which it is threat- 
ned? and if there be, in what way this 
Mercy is to be ſought and expected? 


I. In order to eſtimate the ſtate of the nation, 
we mult attend to two views, which, when con- 
traſted, illuſtrate each other, and in their combi- 
nation conſtitute our national character, anddiſ- 
criminate it not only from that of every nation 
around us, but from all the kingdoms record- 
ed in the hiſtory of paſt ages. I mean our national 
privileges, and our national fins. 

With regard to the firſt head, the peculiar pri- 
vileges which by the favor of Divine Providence 
we have enjoyed as a people, I muſt be brief. 
A full detail of them would require a volume. 
Though the. iſland of Ercat Britain exhibits 
but a ſmall ſpot upon a map of the globe, it 
makes a ſplendid appearance in the hiſtory of 
mankind, 'and has for a long ſpace of time 
been ſignally under the protection of God, and 
the ſeat of peace, liberty and truth. When 
Chriſtend:.m had groaned for ages under the 
night of Papal ſuperſtition, the firſt light of Re- 
formation dawned amongſt us by the preaching 
and writings of Wickl;f. From that time we 
have poſſeſſed the knowledge of the goſpel, 
and God has had a ſucceſſion of witneſſes in our 
land; they have been at different periods expoſed 
to ſuffering, and many of them were —_— to 
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ſeal their teſtimony with their blood, but they 
could neither be intimidated nor extirpated, 
InLuther's time, when the pillars of Popery were 
more publicly and generally ſhaken, we were 
among the firſt who were animated and enabled 
to ſhake off the yoke of Rome; and God has 
often ſince remarkably interpoſed to preſerve 
us from being brought into that bondage a 
ſecond time. The ſpirit of perſecution under 
various forms has again and again attempted 
to reſume its power, but has been as often 
reſtrained and defeated. Civil commotions 
hkewiſe ſtand upon record in our annals, and 
our forefathers have felt miſeries of which we 
can form but a very imperfect idea. But they 
ſuffered and ſtruggled tor us. The event of 
every conteſt and revolution contributed gra- 
dually to eſtabliſh that happy baſis of govern- 
ment which we call The Britiſh Conſtitution; 
and together with theſe advances in favor of 
Liberty, an increaſe of commerce, wealth, and 
 dominzon, has been afforded us. From that 
diſtinguiſhed Era the Revolution, and more 
eſpecially ſhnce the acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal Family, we have enjoyed ſuch an un- 
interrupted ſeries of peace and profperity, as 
cannot be paralleled in the hiſtory of any nation 
we have heard of, not excepting even that 
of Iſrael. I call our peace Nuinterrupted; for the 
efforts of rebellion inthe reigns of our two laſt 
kings, were ſo ſpeedily cruſhed, and were pro- 
ductive of fo few calamities, except to the un- 
happy aggreſſors, that they are chiefly to be 
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noticed as inſtances of the goodneſs of the 
Lord, who, notwithſtanding we were then a 
ſinful people, was pleaſed to fight our battles 
and put our enemies to ſhame. I call it in- 
zerrupted, for though we have been engaged as 
Principals in ſeveral foreign wars, and the 
ſtorm fell with dreadful weight upon other 
countries, we at home knew little of the war 
but from the public prints, which uſually 
after the firſt or ſecond year were filled with 
accounts of the ſucceſſes and victories which the 
Lord of hoſts (alaſs! by how few was he ac- 
knowledged) gave to our fleets and armies. 
When the lat war terminated we were at the 
height of national honour and power. Our 
arms were victorious, and our flags trium- 
hant wherever our operations had been di- 
rected in the moſt diſtant and oppoſite parts 
of the globe. What an acceſſion of empire and 
riches did we then acquire, while we were ſit- 
ting (if J may fo ſpeak) under our vines and. 
figtrees undiſturbed ; and while a conſiderable 
part of Germany rather invol ved, than proper- 
ly interreſted in our diſputes was almoſt deſo- 
lated by fire and ſword! And notwithſtanding 
our increaſing provocations, every ſucceed- 
ing year has afforded ſignal proofs, that, though 
the Lord is diſpleaſed with us, he has not 
yet forſaken us. If in ſome inſtances he has 
juſtly diſappointed our expectations, he has 
in others, appeared no leſs remarkably in 
our favour, defeating the deſigns of our ene- 
więs, protecting our commerce, and afford- 
e ing 
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ing us in general more plentiful harveſts at 
home, ſince the war has rendered ſupplies 
from abroad more precarions and difficult. 
Add to our internal peace, wealth and plenty, 
the inviolable immunity both of perſons and 
property in which we are preſer ved by the ſpi- 
rit and adminiſtration of our laws: and that 
unreſtrained liberty Which people of all ſenti- 
ments and denominations poſſeſs and exerciſe 
of worſhiping God in the way they think moſt 
agreeable to his will. Muſt not a due conſi- 
deration of theſe things conſtrain us to ſay, 
He hath not dealt ſo with any nation? 

What could the Lord have done more * for 
his vineyard ? How could he have laid a peo- 
ple under {ſtronger obligations to his ſervice? 
What returns migat he not expect from ſuch a 
nation as this? But, alaſs! we have requited 
him evil for good! ſuch a nation as this is very 
imperi=aly deſcribed by an enumeration of pri- 
vileges. I have a more painful taſk now to 
attend to, I ſhould enumerate (were it poſſible) 
our National Sins. It is but a ſketch I can 
offer upon this immenſe and awful ſubject, 
But enough is obvious and at hand to make us 
tremble, if we regard the ſcripture, and do in 
our hearts believe there is a God that governs + 
the earth. I wiſh you to keep in mind as I 
ee the flight view I have given of the 
avours God has beſtowed upon us. The re- 
collection of bis mercies is neceſſary to give a 
Proper ſenſe of the coloring and aggravation of 
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our ſins. It is often pleaded that ſinful as we 


are, we are not more depraved in morals and 
practice than the inhabitants of France or Taly, 


or the other nations of Europe. I much 


queſtion the truth of this plea. I am afraid 
that, in ſome inſtances at leaſt, we are more 


corrupt and profligate than any nation now 


exiſting. But admitting that France or Italy 


equal, or even exceed us in open and poſitive 
wickedneſs, if they fall ſhort of us in advan- 


tages for knowing the will of God, if they 
are not equally enriched by the bounties of 
his providence, if he has not fo ſignally ap- 


peared on their behalf as he has on ours, their 
fins, however enormous or numerous, are not 
attended with equal aggravations; we muſt fix 
upon a nation (if ſuch could be found) that is 


upon a par with us in the bleſſings of goſpel 
light, of civil and religious liberty, before 
we can properly form a compariſon, or have 
any juſt reaſon for ſuppoſing that our fins are 
not greater than theirs. 

The magnitude of our national debt ĩs a fre- 
quent topic of converſation. We have indeed 
but an indiſtinct idea of a number not very far 
ſhort of two hundred millions, yet we can form 
ſome conception of it. But our national debt 
of ſin, is beyond all the rules and powers of 


arithmetical computation. The holineſs, au- 
thority and goodneſs of God, (which are infinite) 


afford the only proper meaſures by which to judge 


of the horrid evil of the fins committed againſt 


him. | 
The 
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The ſin of a nation 1s properly the aggre- 
ate or. ſum total of all the fins committed by 
very individual reſiding in that nation. But 
thoſe may be emphatically called National Sins 
which, by their notoriety, fi equencyor circum- 
ſtances, contribute to mark the character or 
ſpirit of one nation, as diſtinct from another. 
It is to be hoped that ſome ſpecies of ſins amongſt 
us are nct yet become national. They are 
rather exotics not perfectly familiariſed to the 
ſoil, or prevalept in every part of the land. I 
ſhall confine mylelf to a few of the particulars 
which are more directly characteriſtic of this 
nation, and at this time. | 
1. The maxims and uſage generally pr evalent 
among a people, if contrary to the rule of God's 
word, are national fins, If cuſtomary, they 
are national; if inconſiſtent with the precepts 
of ſcripture, they muſt be ſinful A woe is de- 
nounced * againſt thoſe who call evil good, and 
good evil; bur this dreadful abuſe of anguage, 
ſentiment, and conduct, can only he avoided by 
makiog the inſpired writings the ſtandard of 
our judgment. In a land that bears the name 
of Chriſtian, adultery is deemed gallantry, 
murder, in ſome cafes, is a point of honor, 
avarice is prudence, profuſeneſs wears the maſk 
of generoſity, and diſſipation is conſiderd as 
innocent amuſement. On the other hand, meek- 
neis Is accounted meanneſs of ſpirit, and grace 
is branded with the approbious names of melan- 
cholly and enthuſiaſm. Habituated from our 


infancy 
® Ia, v. 20. 
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infancy to the effects of theſe prepoſſeſſions, and 


more or leſs under their influence, very few 


of us are duly ſenſible how utterly repugnant 


the ſpririt and temper of the world around us 


is to the genius and ſpirit of the Chriſtianity we 


profeis. It would, I think, appear in a much 
more ſtriking light to an intelligent and unbiaſ- 
ed obſerver, who, upon hearing that Great Bri- 
tain was favored with the knowledge of the true 
religion, ſhould viſit us from ſome very remote 
country with a view of ſharing in our advag- 


tage. If I could make the zaman” of the king- 
dom with ſuch a ſtranger, and. fhew him 


what is tranſacting in the buſy, and in the gay 
world, in city, court, and country; if I could 
deſcribe to him the perſons he would fee at our 
theatres and public places, at Newmarket, at 
conteſted elections, and explain the motives and 
aims which bring them together. If I could 
introduce him into the families of the great, the 
reputed wiſe, and the wealthy; from theſe data, 
together with the ignorance and licentiouſneſs 
of the populace, which muſt unavoidably engage 
his notice wherever he went, 1 apprehend he 
would not be long at a lots to form a tolerable 

judgment of our national character. And if 


after this ſurver, he was attentively to read the 


New Teſtament, I think he muſt allow that, ad- 
mitting it was a revelation from God, our na- 
tional character was neither more or leſs, than 
the union and combination of our national 
fins. He could not but perceive thatinfidelity, 
ptide, ſenſuality, greedineſs of gain, ſtrangel — 


tt 


F q 


——— 143 W 


13 
pled with thoughtleſs proſalſion, contempt of 
God, and adaring oppoſition tohis will, conſtitute 


the leading features of our portrait as a nation. 


2. If there be ſins, which though not ex- 
preſsly enjoined, are authorifed, and to people 
whertegard man more than God, rendered in 
a manner neceſſary by the ſanQion of legit- 
lature, theſe, and eſpecially in a free country, 
may be deemed national fins. Here I fee} 
myſelf embaraſſed. As a private member of 


fociety, full of reſpect and reverence for the 


authority to Which by the providence and 


will of God, I owe a willing and thankful 


ſubjection, I could wiſh to be entirely ſilent. 
But I likewiſe bear another character. As a 


miniſter of the goſpel I ſtand here before a 
higher Maſter. In his ſervice I am command- 


ed to be bold and faithful, and I dare not 


m conſcience, eſpecially at ſuch a time and on 
uch an occaſion as this, wholly ſuppreſs my 


tenderneſs and delicacy the ſubje& will admit. 
In this land of liberty the meaſures of 


government and of parliament are canvaſſed 


with great freedom. Often indeed with a 
very offenſive intemperance and indecency. 


It is however, one important privilege of our 


happy conſtitution, that Britiſh ſubjects have 
a right of preſenting reſpectful petitions either 


tentiments. But I with to ſpeak with all the 


to the throne or to the ſenate, when ſuch 


meaſures are in contemplation, as are appre- 
hended may prove detrimental to the intereſts 


of the nation or of individuals. A right which 


upon 
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6 
upon the ground of real or pretended griev- 
agces has been abundantly exerciſed of late years, 
Bat it is long ſince the honor of God and the 
intereſts of true religion have been the objects 
of an addreſs or petition from 'any corporate 
body in the kingdom. This indifference of 
all parties to the cauſe of God, when all are 
ſo attentive and feeling in caſes wherE they 
think their own temporal concerns affected, 
warrants one to conſider the acts of the legiſ- 
lature while no alteration is deſired by thoſe on 
whom they are binding, as the acts of the whole 
nation. Even the edicts of an arbitrary 


prince whoſe will ſupplies the place of law, 


might involve a nation in guilt, if he enjoined 
what was contrary to the commands of God, 


and they through fear obeyed him. Much more 


then may laws, made by the repreſentatives 
of a free people, be conſidered as acts of the 
community, if they excite no conſtitutional 
endeavour for relief. | 

I am far from ſuppoſing that any of our 
laws now in force were formed with an inten- 
tion of promoting fin. But ſome of them, 
through the prevailing depravation of morals 


amongſt us do it eventually. For inſtance, 


the 7% and Corporation Acts, which re- 
quire every perſon who has a poſt under 


government, or a commiſſion in the navy oc 


army, to qualify himſelf for his office by re- 


ceiving the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
would occaſion no ſin, if men were generally 
influenced by the A God, or even by a 


principle 


( 


principle of integrity. They would then ra- 
ther decline places of honor or profit, than 
accept them upon ſuch terms, if they were 
conſcious that their ſentiments or conduct 
were repugnant to the deſign of that inſtitu- 
tion. But as the caſe ſtands at preſent, while 
gain is preferred to godlineſs, and the love 
of diſtinction or lucre is ſtronger than the dic- 
tates of conſcience, we frequently fee profeſſed 
infidels and notorious libertines approach the 
Lord's table as a matter of courſe, and proſti- 
tuting the moſt ſolemn ordinance of chriſtia- 
nity to their ambition or intereſt. The great 
number and variety of appointments civil and 
military, which cannot be legally poſſeſſed 
without this qualification, render the etiormi- 
ty almoſt as common as it is heinous. © If the 
Lord be a God of knowledge he' cannot be de- 
ceived. If he be a God of truth and holineſs 
he will not be mocked. I am afraid we have 
been long guilty of a contemptuous profana- 
tion of the body and blood of Chriſt. 
The multiplicity of Oaths which are inter- 
woven into almoſt every branch of public bu- 
ſineſs involves thouſands in the habitual guile 
of Perjury, which perhaps may eminently be 
ſtiled Our national ſin. Many of them, it is 
true, do not neceſſarily lead tp fin, becauſe 
honeſt and conſcientious men may and do 
ſtrictly obſerve them ; but 1t is tobe feared, the 
greater number deliberately and cuſtomarily 
- violate thefe ſolemn obligations, and take them 
as often as impoſed without heſitation, and 
Ex on. without 
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without any deſign of complying with them. 
Not a few of theſe oaths are either ſo worded 
or ſo circumſtanced, that it is morally impoſſi- 
ble to fulfil them ; and if a perſon was even to 
attempt it he would be thought a buſy-body 
or a fool, Yet they muſt be tendered, and 
muſt be taken as a matter of form, when nc- 
thing more is expected or purpoſed on either 
ſide. The number of church- wardens and 
conſtables, who are yearly ſworn, is very 
great; and as theſe offices are chiefly held by 
rotation, in the courſe of a few years, they take 
in a conſiderable part of the middling-people 
in the kingdom. How many or how few of 
them act up to the letter and the ſpirit of the 
oaths they have taken, will be known in the 
day when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be re- 
vealed. But it is ow evident, that, while ſome 
like ſheep tread without thought in the path 
of cuſtom, content to forſwear themſelves be- 
cauſe others have done ſo before them; and 
while ſome are hardy enough to trifle with 
God and man for profit, the laws which en- 
joyn and multiply oaths do thereby furniſh 
and multiply temptations to the fin of perjury. 
To this ſource we may aſcribe much of that 
profligacy and contempt of religion, which we 
now are called to mourn over. The frequen- 
cy of oaths, the irreverent manner in which 

they are adminiſtered, and the impunity with 
_ which they are broken, have greatly contri- 
buted to weaken the ſenſe of every moral obli- 
| . C2 gation 


7 20) 

ation, and to ſpread a diſſolute and daring 
pirit through the land. 

Where the laws have expreſsly interpoſed to 
_ enforce the commands of God, if they are ſuf- 
fered by general conlent to he dormant, and 
are not carried into execution, the enormi- 
ties which flow from ſuch connivance, come 
under the denomination of natural ſins. The 
prophanation of the Lord's day, drunkenneſs, 
prophane ſwearing, are contrary, not only 
to the precepts of ſcripture, but to the laws 
of the land; and yet could hardly be more 
prevalent if there were no ſtatutes in force 
againſt them. As theſe evils are not appa- 
rently detrimental to the revenue or to com- 
merce, they are ſeldom taken notice of, ex- 
cept when connected with ſome act of treſ- 
paſs or injury to individuals. Very few ma- 
giſtrates are concerned to enforce the obſerva- 
tion of theſe laws, and if private perſons ſome- 
times attempt it by information, they meet 
but little ſucceſs, they obtain but little thanks. 
The arts of pleading, the minutiæ and nice- 
ties of forms are employed 'to entangle and 
diſcourage them, and to ſkreen ders 
Their endeavours are uſually treated as offici- 
dus and impertinent, and they are ſtigmatized 
with the invidious name of formers. In 
their own cauſe they are allowed to be active; 
but a man muſt have a good ſhare of reſolu- 
tion, or rather of divinegrace, who can with- 
| ftand the reproach and ſcorn he will bring 
8 -- | . 9 upon 
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(a) 
upon himfelf, if he dare to be active In the 
cauſe of God. | 

My ſubject, alas, is almoſt boundleſs ! 

But our time preſcribes limits to my difgourſe. 
I muſt, however, hint my apprehenſion, that, 
acts of oppreſſion and violence, in ſome parts, 

(at leaſt) of our widely extended ſettlements, 

have contributed to enhance and aggravate 
our national fin. If the welfare and the lives- 
of thauſands have been ſacrificed to the inte- 
reſt of a few; if the ravages of cruelty and 
avarice, tho* notorious and undeniable, have 
met with no publiccenſure or puniſhment, may 
we not expect that God himſelf will avenge 
the oppreſſed and plead their cauſe, not only 
againſt their actual oppreſſors, but againſt the 
community that refuſed to hear their cries and 
redreſs their wrongs. 

I am pained likewiſe to obſerve how little 
he calamities of war, and the ſhedding qf 
lood are laid to heart. War, when molt ne- 

ceſſary and unavoidable, is a dreadful evil; 
one of the molt ſevere ſcourges with which the 
Great God viſits a ſinful world. But, becauſe 
we, thro' his mercy, know no more of it at 
home than by what we hear of the ſufferings 
of others; to their ſufferings, if we account 
them enemies, the hearts of many are unfeel- 
ing as a ſtone. They contemplate with com- 
oſure and apparent ſatisfaction, not only the 
orrors of a feld of battle, but the devaſtations, 
flames, rapes and murders, which too often 
mark the Fen eſs of conqueſt, or the are 
0 
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of diſappointed rage. May the Lord God 
keep ſuch miſeries far from us! May we never 
have to ſay, As we have heard, ſo we have 
ſeen, But there is a temper and ſpirit tob pre- 
valent amongſt us, which calls for humiliation : 
A thirſt of revenge, an eagerneſs for war, as 
attording opportunity for pillage and plunder, 
and an indifference to the diſtreſſes of our fel- 
low creatures, more anſwerable to the idea we 
form of the ſavages in America, than to that 
of a civilized and chriſtian people 

I: we conſider the nation with a more par- 
ticular reſpect to the profefſion of religion 
amongſt us, the proſpect is equally dark. 
Though the articles and liturgy, which are 
{till retained as a public ſtandard, expreſs the 
doctrines and ſpirit of the reformation, the 


' truths upon which they are founded are ſunk 


into diſrepute. They are heard from few 
pulpits, they are to be met with in few books 
of modern divinity, The miniſters who 
have courage to preach agreeably to their re- 
juired ſubſcriptions are diſcountenanced and 
bird, if not openly oppoſed. In a word, 
the goſpel of Chriſt, the truth as it is in Je- 
ſus, is little known amongſt us, and where it 
is publiſhed, is rejected by a great majority of 
every rank. Yet, by the mercy of God, it has 
been conſiderably revived and ſpread amongſt 
us of late years, and (1 hope) is ſtill ſpread- 
ing. There is a remnant amongſt us who 
figh and mourn for the abominations of the 
times, and have a humble and awful ſenſe " 
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the judgments of Gpd declared againſt ſin. 
They fee black clouds gathering apace around 
us, and their hearts tremble at the apprehen- 
ſion of what he may juſtly inflict upon ſuch a 
nation as this. But even among the peaple 
of different denominations who profeſs the 
truth there 1s much to be lamented, . Alas. ! 
What ſinful conformity to the world! What 


coldneſs and indifference where we ought to 


be warm, and what unchriſtian heat and 
fierceneſs in enforcing or exploding leſſer dif- 


| ferences in ſentiment or in modes of worſhip. 


May we not fear leſt for the abatement of 
chriſtian love, the violence of party-ſpirit, 
and the abuſe of religious liberty, the Lord 


ſhould viſit his profeſſing people with a rod, 


@* 


even tho” he were {till to exerciſe patience to- 
wards the nation at large? 

Let us then, having premiſed this brief but 
awful delineation of our preſent ſtate, proceed 
to conſider, + | 
II. What we have juſt reaſon to expect, if 
the Lord ſhould ſpeak to us in his diſpleaſure, 
and avenge himſelf of ſuch a nation as this? 
Two obvious topics offer themſelves to aſſiſt 
our enquiries. | | 

1. What we learn from ſcripture, and from 
general hiſtory, of God's uſual methods in the 
government of the world. He avenged him- 
ſelf on the old world dy a deluge; on Sodom 
and Gomorrah, by fire from heaven. Where 


are now the mighty empires which once ex- 


tended aver a great part of the earth? The 
h Aſſyrian, 
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Aſſyrian, Perfian, Macedonian, and Roman go- 
vernments, aroſe and periſhed in ſucceſſion. 
What were Cyrus, Alexander, and other con- 
querors, whoſe victories decided the fate of 
nations, but inſtruments of divine vengeance? 
The fins of the people againſt whom they went, 
and a ſecret commiſſion from the Lord of 
hoſts, directed their march, and enſured their 
fucceis. He has appointed a day when he 
will judge the world in righteouſneſs, but the 
award of that final tribunal will be perſonal, 
to each one according to his works. Commu- 
nities, as ſuch, in their collective capacity, are 
viſited and judged in the preſent life. And in 
this 1 the {cripture conſiders nations 
as individrials: Each having an infancy, 
growth, maturity and declenſion. Every ſuc- 
ceeding gend ration accumulates the ſtock of 
national ſin, and there is a meaſure of ini- 
quity which dletermines the period of king- 
doms, Till this meaſure is filled up, the pa- 
tience of God waits for them, but then pati- 
ence gives way ti vengance. 5 
Such has been his uniform procedure from 
the earlieſt times, of which either ſacred or 
profane hiſtory afxord us any information; 
and undoubtedly a day will come when the 
proſperity of this nation will ceaſe. May it 
be at a yet. very diſtarot- period! But therg 
are alarming ſymptoms ox decay already viſible 
upon us. When God is e.xceedingly diſpleaſ- 
ed with a people, it is not Heceſſary in order 
to their puniſhment that he ſl. ould bury them 


alive 


tap ] 
alive by an earthquake, or deſtroy them by 
lighining. If he only leave them to them- 
ſelves, withdraw his bleſſing from their coun- 
fels, and his reſtraint from their paſſions, 
their ruin follows of courſe ; according to the 
neceſſary order and connection of cauſes and 
effects. The deſtruction of Ferufalem affords 
a ſtriking proof and illuſtration of this remark. 
Our Saviour foretold that the calamities of 
that ſiege would be greater and more aggra- 
vated than had ever been known from the cre- 
ation; and infidels muſt confeſs, that the rela- 
tion of Fefſephus, who was an eye-witneſs of 
that cataſtrophe, exhibits ſuch ſcenes of diſtreſs, 
as cannot be paralleled in any other hiſtory. 
Yet the Roman armies, which were led on b 
an inviſible hand to accompliſh the prediction, 
were not headed by a Nero, or a Caligula, whoſe 
ſavage diſpoſition and thirſt of blood might 
have prompted them to unrelenting ſlaughter ; 
but by Titus, who for his ſingular moderation 
and clemency, obtained the title of, Deliciæ 
humani generis, the friend and delight of man- 
kind. He defired not their delkruction, he 
entreated them to have pity on themſelves ; 
but in vain, they were judicially infatuated, 
and devoted to ruin. If God gives up a peo- 
ple to the way of their own hearts, they will, 
they muſt periſh. When a general corruption 
of morals takes place, when private intereſt 
extinguiſhes all ſenfe of public virtue, when a 
profligate and venal ſpirit has infected every 
rank and order of the ſtate, when preſumptu- 
my D ous 
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ons ſecurity and diſſipation encreaſe, in pro 
portion as danger approaches; when, after re- 


- peated diſappointments, contempt of God and 
vain, confidence in imagined reſources of their 


own, grow bolder and ftronger ; then there 


is reaſon to fear, that the ſentence is already | 


oe forth, and that the execution of it is at 
and. 

2. The progreſs of our public affairs for 
ſome years paſt, too evidently confirms theſe 
general principles, brings the application home 


to ourſelves. and loudly warns us what we ate 


yet to expect, if we perſiſt in hardening our- 
ſelves againſt the Lord. How rapid the change 
we have ſeen, ! From What ſmall beginnings to 
what extenſive conſequences ! The cloud which 
now overſpreads the heavens with, blackneſs, 
was not long fince no larger than a man's 
hand. 1 ſuppoſe none who were actively con- 
cerned in our public commotions during their 
early ſtage, had the leaſt apprehenſion that 
things would have proceeded to ſuch calami- 


tous and diffuſive extremities. But fin abound- 


ed, and the Lord was diſpleaſed. Thus we 
may eaſily account for every miſtake and miſ- 
carriage; for the firſt riſe, and the long conti- 
nuance of the war. The connection between 
us .and the Americans was too nearly founded 
In relation, too cloſely cemented by mutual 
intereſt, to be ſo ſuddenly broken, if their (ins 
and ours had not concurred in operation to 
bring diſtrels both upon them and us. After 
a great * of treaſure and blood, inſtead 
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of the re- union we hoped for, we have been 
ſucceſſively involved in war with France, Spain, 
and Holland. And it is poſſible, that every 
power in Europe, either is, or ſoon will be, 
openly or fecretly againſt us. Nor can I 
omit, upon this occaſion, the unprecedented 
violence of the late dreadful hurricanes in the 
MWeſt Indies. Tho' infidels and petty-reaſone: s 

will doubtleſs labour to perſuade themſelves 
that they procceded merely from natural cauſ- 
es, chriſtians, 1 truſt, will acknowledge tle 
voice of God ſpeaking, and ſpeaking to us out 
of the whirlwind, It is true, he ſpoke by them 
to our enemies likewile, for hes likewiſe are 
Gnners. May both they and we be humbled 


before him, and learn, that as fin inſtigates 


and arms us to deſtroy each other, ſo when 
he is pleaſed to take the work into his own 


Hands, he can ftrike ſuch a blow, as ſhall for 


the time ſuſpend our feeble hoſtilities, and by 
involving us in a common calamity, make us, 
notwithſtanding our enmity, the objects of 
mutual commileration. The Lord's band 1s 
Afted up *: this part of an ancient prophecy 
is fulfilled in our view; the next 3 They 
S not Jee, 18, Alas! fulfilled. likewiſe, by tle 
amazing inſenſibility and infatuation which 


ſtill prevails among us: It follows, But they 
ſhall ſev. What Qill greater evils may overtake 


us, before this claule alſo is accompliſhed to 

the glory of God and our due humiliation, who 

can lay? ? Alas! who that loves his country, 
# Ta. xxvi. 12. 
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but ont tremble at the proſpects of the judg- 
ments yet impending over us, if he mou ſtill 
proceed to plead his own cauſe, till he is fully 
avenged on ſuch a nation as this! To relieve 
my thoughts, I Roy haſten to enquire, 


HI. Whether there be any hope that ſuch 
a Nation as this may yet eſcape deſerved ruin 
* if there be, in what way this mercy is to 
be ſought and expected? I confeſs I have lit- 
tle hopes of it but upon one or the other of 
the following ſuppoſitions. 
1. If the Lord be graciouſly pleaſed to ſuc- 
ceed the profeſſed deſign of this day's ſervice, 
and to put forth that power which accompa- 
nied his meſſage by Jonah to Nineveb, fo that 
a general ſpirit of repentance and humiliation 
may ſpread throughout the land-——If he bow 


the hearts of both rulers and people, to con- 


fels and forſake thoſe fins which have awak- 
ened his diſpleaſure—If the laws which con- 
cern his honour, will, and worſhip, be ſpeedi- 
Iy and im partially enforced; and profaneneſs and 
immorality diſcountenanced and ſuppreſſed — 
If, inſtead of truſting in fleets and armies, we 
acknowledge the Lord of hoſts, and look u 

to him for a bleſſing— If men * fearing God 
and hating covetouſneſs are raiſed up to aſſiſt 


in our councils, and to ſtand forth in their 
country's cauſe; men, who will rely on his 


guidance and protection and diſdain the little 
arts and intrigues, on which alone ſhort - ſighted 


_ 


a B xvili. 21. 
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_ politicjans depend for the ſucceſs of their mea- 
ſures. Should [| live to ſee ſuch a happy inter- 
nal change, I ſhould hope that notwithſtand- 
ing our great provocations, the Lord whole 
mercies are infinite, would be yet intreated for 
us. That he would turn from the fierceneſs 
of his anger, maintain our tranquility at home, 
and, by his wiſdom and his influence over the 
hearts of men, put an honourable and ſatis- 
factory end to the unhappy war in which we 
are * | 
However the bulk of the nation may 
3 if the remnant who know his name 
and have taſted of his love, ſhould be deeply 
impreſſed with a concern for his glory, and 
forſaking their little animoſities and party- 
intereſts, ſhould unite in application to the 
throne of grace, and be found in thoſe duties 
and practices which their profeſſion of the 
goſpel, and the ſtate of things around them 
require, there is yet hope, For the prayers 
of God's people have a powerful efficacy. The 
holy and benevolent importunity of Abraham 
would have prevailed in favour even of S0cam, 
if ten righteous per ſons had been found in it J. 
When Sennacherib invaded Judea, had over- 
run the greateſt part of the country, and thought 
Jeruſalem would be an eaſy conquelt : Hege- 
kich, though he took ſuch precautions as pru- 
dence ſuggeſted, did not defeat him by arms, 
* but by prayer. In the prayers of true be- 
Jievers is our beſt viſible reſource. Theſe are 
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the chariots and horſemen of Iſrael. United 
prayer, humiliation of heart, a mourning for 
fin in ſecret, and a faithful teſtimony againſt 
it in public, will more eſſentially contribute to 
the ſafety and welfare of the nation, than all 


dur military preparations without them. We 


boaſt of our navy, and it has often proved by 
the bleſling of God our bulwark. But how 
ealily can he who walketh upon the wings of 
the wind, daſh the belt appointed fleet to pieces 
againſt the rocks, or fink it like lead in the 
mighty waters! We' boaſt of our troops, but 
he can eaſily cut them off with ſickneſs; give 
them up to a ſpirit of difcerd, or impreſs them 
with a ſud den terror, ſo that the ſtouteſt hear ts 


ſhall tremble, and the mighty warriors turn 


pale and drop their weapons! A thouſand 
unforeſeen events and contingencies are al- 


Ways at his diſpoſal, to blaſt and diſappoint 


bl 


} 
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the beſt concerted enterprizes ; for that the 
race is not neceſſarily ſure to * the fwift, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong, is not only aſſerted in 
the ſcripture, but confirmed by the experience 
and obſervation of all ages. But his people 
are precious in his fight, and their prayers he 
Will hear. Unknown and unnoticed as they 


art in the world, he highly values them. He 
| has redeemed them by his blood. He. inha- 


birs them by his Spirit. He has prepared hea- 
ven for them, and the eartk itſelf is continued 


for their ſakes, and ſhall be deſtroyed «when 


1 from it. are the 
light, 


1 blu andi 2, 87. Foclea. ix. 18. 
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light, the * ſalt, the 1 and the ſafety 
of the nations among which they are diſperſed. 
Except the Lord of hofts had lett a ſmall rem- 
nant + of theie.among us, we ſhould long ago 
have been as Sodom, and made like unto Gomor- 
ruh. To his attention to their prayers and 
concerns, 1 doubt not the preſervation of this 
city at the time of the late horrible riots may 
be aſcribed. I wiſh I could now recal to your 
minds, the emotions which fome of you then 
felt, when your countenances bore a itrong 
impreſſion of your inward anxiety. Thole _ 
terrors came upon you unexpectedly, and 
though they are forgotten by too many, ſcenes 
equally diſtreſſing may preſent themfelves be- 
fore you are. aware. O may he in mercy 
animate. this remnant, now to ſtand in the 
breach as one man, and to wreſtle for a finful 
land. Then we may at leaſt aille to the hope 
of the Ninevites, Who can tell but the Lord 
may turn from his fierce anger, that we pe- 
riſh not 8? 

Let me now cloſe with an addreſs, 

1. To ſuch of you in this aſſembly as fear 
the Lord. A part of you are a poor and afflifted 
people, and by your obſcure fituation in life, 
are precluded from a very diſtinct knowledge 
of the cauſes, the preſent effects, and pollible 
conſequences of the war. You live in a happy 
ignorance of what paſſes in the world, and 
take no part in the diſputes, which, in many 
Places, enſnare and embitter the ſpirits even of 


1 pro- 
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profeſſors of the goſpel. Your principles in- 


ſpire you with. ſentiments of duty to govern- 


ment, with the love of peace, and with a juſt 
ſenſe of the value of your privileges, civil and 
religious. But tho' you are poor, and can 
ſerve your country in no other way, you may 
ſerve it effectually by your prayers. You have 
acceſs to the throne of grace. Intercede there- 
fore for a land that heth in wickedneſs, be 
concerned for the honor of his name, for the 
blindneſs and miſery around you. It may be 
the Lord will be entreated of you, and for 


your ſakes, and the fake of ſuch as you, com- 


mand thedeſtroying angel to ſtay his hand. 

Thoſe of you who have better opportunity 
of knowing the ſtate of our public affairs, have 
likewiſe a more extenſive ſphere of ſervice. 
You will, I hope, improve your influence in 


your families and connections, and, by your 


advice and example, endeavour to awaken all 
with whom you converſe to join in promoting 
the defign of this day's ſervice. 1 call upon 
all who have ears to hear, and eyes to ſee the 
voice and the hand of the Lord, the rich and 


the poor, the young and the aged, to be faith- 


ful, circumſpect, and zealous in your ſeveral 
ſtations. 1 . 

Should wrath be decreed, and there be no 
remedy, at leaſt you ſhall prevail for yourſelves. 
You ſhall know that the Lord whom you ſerve 
is a ſtrong-hold in the day of trouble, and is 
mindful of them who put their truſt in him. 
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You can hardly be too much alarmed for the 
nation, but for yourſelves you have no juſt 
cauſe of fear. We are commiſſioned to ſay to 
the * righteous, It ſhall be well with him. The 
Saviour to whom you have fled for refuge has 
all power in heaven and earth. He will keep 
you as the apple of his eye, and hide you un- 
der the ſhadow of his wings. He can ſcreen 
you from evil, tho' thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands ſhould ſuffer and fall around you. Or 
if he appoints you a ſhare in ſuffering, he will 
be with you to ſupport and comfort you, and 
to ſanctify all your troubles. His word to yore 
is, When you hear of wars and rumors of 
wars ſee that 4 ye be not troubled. Fear not 
them who, at the moſt, can but kill the body: 
The light of his countenance 1s ſufficient to 
chear you in the darkeſt hour, and your beſt 
- Intereſt, your everlaſting inheritance is ſafe 
beyond the reach of enemies, in a kingdom + 
(how unlike the kingdoms of the earth !) 
which cannot be ſhaken. Your life is hid 
with Chriſt in God; and || when Chriſt, who is 
your life, ſhall appear, then hall you alſo ap- 
pear with him in glory. Thither neither ſin 
nor ſorrow ſhall be able to follow you. Then 
your fun ſhall go down no more, and the days 
of your mourning ſhall be ended. In patience 
theretore poſſeſs your ſouls. Be not moved 
by appearances, but remember all your con- 
cerns are in the hands of him who loved you, 
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apd gave himſelf for you. Let thoſe wha 


know him not tremble when he ariſeth to judg- 
ment and to ſhake terribly the earth; but do 
you ſanctify the Lord God * in your hearts, 
make him your fear and your dread, and he 
ſhall be to you for a ſanctuary; and in a lit- 
tle time he will come to receive you to himſelf, 
and to wipe all tears from your eyes. 

2. But what can I ſay to the reſt of the con- 


gregation. Tho' we are all met in the ſame 


Place, and outwardly engaged m the ſame 
ſervice, ſo that, to the eye of man, we may 


appear as one people, animated with one and 


the ſame deſires, the eye of the ſearcher of 
hearts ſees and notices a real and impotant 
diſtinction amongſt us. He draws with infal- 
ible certainty the line of ſeparation. He 
knows who are truly on his fide, whoſe hearts 
F are tender, who are afraid of his judgments, 
and are mourning for their own fins, and the 


fins of the nation. And he knows and fees. 
that too many here, have neither his fear nor 


his love abiding in them. You may comply 
with an outward form, and abſtain from a 
meal, but you neither abſtain from fin, nor 
deſire to do fo. To- day you look ſerious, and 
by your preſence ſeem to aſſent to the confeſ- 
ſions which have been made, and the prayers 
which have been offered in your hearing. To- 
morrow, I fear, will ſhew that all your ſem- 
blance of ſeriouſneſs was but hypocriſy; and 
. viii, 13, 14  Þ+ 2 Chron. xxxiv, 27. 
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that, tho' you drew nigh to God with your & 
lips, your hearts were far from him. But be 


not deceived, God will not be mocked. You 
have contributed largely to ſwell the meaſure 
of our national ſin; herein you have been 


hearty and perſevering. Do not think that 


the lip-ſervice of a fingle day will make any 
alteration either in your ſtate or in your guilt. 
Rather that pretended humiliation, by which 


you act towards God as if you thought + he was 


altogether ſuch a one as yourſelves, 1s an ag- 
gravation of your wickedneſs, and na better 
than affronting him to his face. Yet I am 
glad of an opportunity of ſpeaking to you. 


Ol that I could prevail on you to ſeek him in 


earneſt, while he is to be found. You cannot 


ſerve, or love, or truſt him, unleſs you be born 
again. But Jeſus is exalted to produce this 


change in the heart of a ſinner, by the power 
of his holy Spirit, and to give faith, repentance 
and remiſſion of fins. Could I convince you 


of this, the reſt would be eaſy. Then, feeling 


your wants and miſery, you would aſk mercy 
of him, and aſking you would ſurely receive; 


for he has ſaid, Him that cometh unto me, I 
will 4 in no wiſe caſt out. O Lord, do thou 


convince them by thine own power! Open 
the blind eyes, unſtop the deaf ears, and turn 
the ſtony heart into fleſh. | 

Till this be done, you are neither fit to live, 


nor fit to die. What will you do in a day of 


| | public 
Mark viii, 6. + P. I. 21. + John vi. 37. 


36 ) 
public calamity Thould you live to fee it, if 
you ſhould be deſpoiled of your earthly com- 
forts, and have no ſhare in the conſolation of 
the goſpel? But ſhould the Lord anſwer - 

rayer and prolong our national proſperity; 
ſtill you muſt be ruined unleſs you are ſaved 

b grace. For what will you do in the hour 
of death? This 1s inevitable, and may, for 
ought you know; be very near. If I could 
aſſure you of peace and wealth for the term 
of a long lite, ſtill without the peace of God, 
and an intereſt in the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, you muſt be miſerable at the laſt; and 
lie down F | 

But O that we may rather with one con- 
ſent, ſearch and try our ways, and turn to the 
Lord from whom we have ſo greatly revolted. 
To us indeed belongeth ſhame and confuſion 
of face, but to the Lord our God belong mer- 
cies and forgiveneſſes though we have rebelled 
againſt him. e 6 
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